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Everyonesaid: 'FLYING SAUCER!'

Air ForcePlane
Fools Thousands
BRISBANE, May 21.-Nineteen-year-old

Sergeant-Pilot

Colin Ackland,of Townsville,at
2.15 p.m. today,causedthousandsof peoplein
South-EastQ'landto dashintothe streetwith
heads cranedupwardsand hundredsof others

to
frantically

phonenewspaperoffices,radio
stationsand R.A.A.F.bases with reportsof
"FlyingSaucers."

All theyhad seenwas the vapourtrailíromAck-
land's Air Force Mustang nndergoing normal high

THOUSANDSof peoplein a
12,000squaremile area

stretching from Caloundra to
Toowoomba and Murwillumbah

peeredskywardsas whitepat-
terns formed above.

The switchboardsin news-

paperofficeswere jammedwith
calls for

three-quarters

of a
hour.As lateas 3.30p.m.people

weremakingtrunklinecalls
from Southport,Caloundraand
Toowoombaasking what the
objectwas.
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The Air Force stationat
Archerfield

had more than 400
phone inquiries and 150 more
peoplerang Amberley.

"END OF THE WORLD"

One Sherwoodwomansaid :
"Everyone

was
terrified

in mystreet.We all thoughtthe fly-
ing saucerwas goingto land.
I didnotliketo lookat it aat
all.It mademe feelthatthe
end of the worldwas coming."

Sergeant-PilotAckland
said afterwards:"Fancy
causingall that fuss."

It was justa normalflight

to testthe planeat highalti-

tudes,he said.
"I left

Archerfield
at 1.4r

p.m.,"he
explained,

" climbed

to 35,000ft overthe cityand
startedmanoeuvring about.I
loopedtheloopa few timesand
did a figureeight.It was well

nigh perfectvisibility

and I
couldsee almostto Mary-
borough. My averagespeedwas
about300 milesan hour."

WAS UNUSUAL
Aviationofficialssaid it was

unusual for propeller-driven

aircraftto leavea
noticeabee

vapourtrailin a warmclim-
ate. The trailwas causedby
exhaustgasesfromthe plane
meetingcold air causingice

crystals

in it to meltintoa
cloud.
Acklandsaidhis gaugesto-
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day showedoutsideair tem-peratures

to be minus50 de-
grees Centigrade.

The planehad not icedup
becausethere was insufficient

moisture

in the air to
freeze.


